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Welcoming Blue-Collar Scholars Into the Ivory
Tower: Developing Class-Conscious Strategies for
Student Success. (2015). Krista M. Soria. Colum-
bia, SC: National Resource Center for the First-
Year Experience and Students in Transition. 91 pp.,
$25.00 (paperback). ISBN 978-1-889271-96-5.

In recent years, U.S. policy makers have set an
ambitious goal for the country. By 2020, they want
the United States to regain the top position as the
country with the highest proportion of college
graduates in the population. Reaching this college
completion goal will require broader access to
higher education because institutions must include
more students than currently in attendance. More
blue-collar scholars must enroll and persist to attain
the national goal, yet considerable research shows
that students from working-class backgrounds are
significantly less likely to earn a college degree
than their more privileged peers.

In this first volume in a new series offered by the
National Resource Center for the First-Year Experi-
ence and Students in Transition, Krista Soria provides
a well-written and comprehensive look at the
scholarship surrounding working-class student suc-
cess in higher education. More important, however,
sheengagesin discussion ofhow the actions of college
educators and staff can improve the odds of success for
these students. She draws on the work of Pierre
Bourdieu and his concepts of social and cultural
capital to demonstrate how the social system of the
modern university reinforces inequality by perpetu-
ating middle- and upper-class cultural values, norms,
and perspectives. For blue-collar students to succeed,
those in postsecondary institutions must make social
class visible and seek to uncover and eradicate bias in
daily practices in and out of the classroom.

Soria details the structural barriers for working-
class students that hinder matriculation into univer-
sities. In the key chapter, she focuses on factors that
affect persistence, such as the students’ precollege
academic preparation and their college selection
processes as well as institutional admissions and
financial aid policies and practices, including the
likely outcomes of these efforts. She offers a deft
summary of all that can and does go wrong for
working-class college students. Although they may
not find the information particularly revolutionary,
advisors will appreciate the way Soria pulls it all
together into a well-documented state-of-the-student
treatise on which she builds the following chapters.
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In the key chapters Soria describes the experi-
ences of working-class students in the college
classroom and as they attempt to integrate on
campus. She explains that the classroom can be a
“site of symbolic violence” (p. 30) for these
students, who receive cultural messages that devalue
and degrade the world from which they hail.
Although she does not explicitly say it, Soria makes
a compelling argument that these students face
stereotype threat on campus (Steele, 2010). To
address the concerns, she calls for increased
visibility of the hidden college curriculum as well
as for leadership to consider and address reasons that
working class values are not welcomed on campus.

Soria incorporates a number of useful sugges-
tions for ways faculty members can support
working-class students in their classrooms, and
advisors can apply many of these ideas in their
interactions with students. The chapter on campus
life also provides a number of excellent sugges-
tions for helping working-class students realisti-
cally integrate on campus in ways that honor their
values, instead of requiring them to conform to the
privileged majority. The final chapter serves as a
grand summary for campuswide reform.

This book should be required reading for
everyone on campus.

Rebecca L Torstrick

Office of Completion and Student Success
Indiana University

rtorstri@iu.edu
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Building Synergy for High Impact Educational
Initiatives: First-Year Seminars and Learning
Communities. (2016). Book by Lauren Chism
and Janine Graziano (Eds.). Review by Joshua D.
Adams. Columbia, SC: National Resource Center,
First-Year Experience and Students in Transition.
212 pp., $30.00 (paperback). ISBN 978-1-889271-
98-9.

Collaborative Intelligence: Thinking With People
Who Think Differently. (2015). Book by Dawn
Markova and Angie McArthur. Review by Aramis
Martinez. New York, NY: Spiegel & Grau. 384 pp.,
$28.00. ISBN 9780812994902.

Constructivism Reconsidered in the Age of Social
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San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass. 136 pp., $29.00
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tion. (2015). Book by Gertina J. van Schalkwyk
and Rik Carl D’Amato (Eds.). Review by Matt
Eng. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass. 112 pp.,
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Christine Harrington, and Barbara F. Tobolowsky.
Review by Amber Kargol. Columbia, SC: National
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Gender and Sexual Diversity in U.S. Higher
Education: Contexts and Opportunities for LGBTQ
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back). ISBN 978-0-14-311962-3.
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The book reviews are compiled by Taylor Mather, Andrew Rawlins, and Dan Freeman. For an up-to-date
list of titles available for review and submission, go to https://www.nacada.ksu.edu/Resources/Book-
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