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I Freshmen ~mllcge students are C a d  with probkms o f  academic survival such as: geltin 
off l o  a "good start'' in  OK' cdlege; learning the "acah l i c  game," its ruks and prawlure 
branuing acquainted with the reswrcesof the university; and most importantly, identifyin 
a "niche" in  t tc  rollegc. Some cdleges and universities have ullen~plecl to wlvc 111c problerr 
o f  acad~mic survival by addirig a new componenl in  their advising programs - Peer Advi  
ing. Past cxpcriewe will1 frcslrmen in  the college indicated that a coordinated peer advisin 
program with corapelenc supervision from professional cou~uelors a d  faculty advisa 
could help providc sludails with Ihc necessary look and support for "acarlcmic survival. 
These necnsary look included access to informalion about college programs, asislance wil 
registratioe procedures, networking wilh other universily prograws, ad explontion o f  tk 
coltege and wiiversity environmcnls. The u~derlying assu~nption was thar new studen 
r ~ r d c d  the support and advitu: o f  expcrienccd counselors 10 hclp then, dcvclop acadcm 
~mllpetence, ;uul upper-rlivisim students in  various majors wukl provide ha1 support 
lhcy were adequalcly traincd iuid supcrviscd. 

STATEMENT 01; I'UKI'OSE 

T t ~ c  purjnw: o f  this sludy was l o  d ~ x r i b c  ari active aud SUL'EL~~UI pwr advking p r o m  
in a college setting. 'lltc program was parr o f  a coordinatcrl en'ort at l t ~ e  dcparrnwnl, wUcg 
and university kvek l o  pronwte ~wnprchensive academic advising models fur usc with co 
lege sludenls. 

DEFINITION OF PEER ADVISING 

P ~ T  advisors were upper division college studenls who tuunpkttd a requird I r i n i n g  prc 
gram. They worked wilh an academic advisor who supervised thcir col~litcts with enlcrin 
Irestmeit. Their title was student advisor. 
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"hackup" for each other. aiding students other than those assigt~ed to them. In  the pro- 
c n ,  d v i w n  helped Ihe freshnien become acquainted with other students in various pro- 
gram. 

6. Ath i s o n  11u-d a prcyranl cl~cck Bst whcn advising a student. T ~ K  chocklist proved 10 be 
IIWIIII WIII ut~dexQed frcslimen and frcshmcn who said they knew wlut major they were 
I~c~cfcrl  tward  and then changcd their direcflons. so keeping a d u k ' o p t b ~ s  open with 
,I I.IIL-LLII\I i m l w l a ~ ~ t .  011  ttw otlwr Ikad, ~JKXLSIICL'IS werc provickd h c  m h  pro- 
pr:wl Iwlp rrc4nlcn initia~e a "planning" orientation toward heir cventud programs 
of \111d\ 

41ti)-SI~ktl:SiER CHECKS 

( . SII I~I I~ ;d\zun u s d y  ammgaj pmonal c m ~ ~ ~  with r u h  dvisee to ~ecminc 
t l w i  i t c i r r l ~ t ~ ~ i ~  ~KWCSS (CLASS ATTENDANCE, INSTRUCTOR'S NAME, TEST 
1AkF.N AND GRADES. PAPERS COMPLETED, AND COMING ASSIGN- 
h1I:N IS). I'artkulu attention was dircctcd toward areas o f  potential difficulty. 

2.  I:oIlc~u irig citch cwtact, a conference record was completed for each Naes were 
w ~ l ~ t ~ a r i f ~ d  regarding their academic progress a d  mel i t i d  hurds ,  and action (such as 
rdrrral) urts taken when noctssary. 

3. L . i s t c ~ i ~ g c ~ f u U y  roeach a d v k  was an imporIan1 ski& Inaddition, advisors ofZaedlo 
hrtp .~tu&~ts gain accerr to resources in meeting lhdr needs. They encouraged freshmen 
lo h iiswrt ivc in heir contacts with the University. For example. i f  a st uch t  nceded a 
ILI~CH. o r  10 cwlact a p r o f w r ,  advisors were supportive. 

4. 11 Mil!. i t i~ lwrtan~ for pccr advisors to confirm that the major a fresh~iian listed on the 
prckrc~ ~ c c  .shc-ccl am1 h e  major he or she was "talking about" were the same. However, 

&ration by the stu- 

Ac;uk.~nic Advisi~~g Center 

2. Bldent arlviscns hclpect their 
in ~hc. C'ollqc. In  the p 

Featured Articles 

The long term goal o f  promoting behaviors which imuml student success in the acadcn~ic 
environment was dll being determined. Sludents slili reponed being cwnfuxd aboul pro- 
grams of stdy. University. College. a d  program rcquirenwlts, awl an XWIII~~~OII II1aI ma- 
jors, carms, and jobs wcrc closcly rial lo  each olber. Dale. liw dcltcllincaclivilic% wetc a w- 
ticuhr probknl for stuiw Freshmen. 'lhc folknu up contacts. a d  w r i ~ t a ~  su~~~niaric\ of I h w  
conkts  wcre Iielplid to &emk advisors when meeting with ~~I~CII IS who rc-quil cul addi- 
t i ruul  as ista~w to Idp wlv;~gc tllcir ~ ~ I ~ O I I .  or cxpkm i ~ n  r ~ l r i c ) ~ ~  III:II wm bcyond lhe 
k~wwlalge of t Iu studcm~ advisor. 

The lack of adequate tu~orial rckrrals was a cr i~ icd area kkntilirul b y  studail advisors 
during thc year. OIIC unsucvessful activity involved the uu? or 4uck111 d v i w n  to lnaiulain 
reguhr o f f k ~  hours. ' n~e  studen1 dvison o k n  had cia%\ ro~~fl icts at \prc.ir~ lime3 during 
Ihe senlesler. w h a ~  ttwy were t d e d  a d  they werc unava~l;rbir to ~ 1 i l r 1 1 1 \  cm ;I walk-in 
basis. 

Ovdl,  dlc pw dv is i~ lg  program (PASS) providcd el'listive suplwrl for crllcrin& 
freshmen, plus a positive advising cxperkncc for tlw par i d v k ~ r r .  Tllc proglalll nlcl tht 
d s  of  a large nu~iiber of freshiwn and helped rnainlain a a~ppr l ivc.  ind ivdua l id  ap 
pmach to the advising process for fresll~nen. 
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