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Mt can be casily implementedy) is critical so students can see almost immediate sesults. Suc-
vess begets suceess: anxiety builds on anxiety.

Mispercepticns of what a coliege cducation demands and can provide Irequently intensily
pwohleni wirth forcign language learning.: The (ransition (o becoming a sclf-motivated,
mature kearner who looks to the professor for guidance and evaluation is generally assumed
1o be welt andarwan by nrntcoltege instructars. One of the most important bat difTicolt
tokes of e advisor s 10 help studeits gain a realistic view: ot the dyhaimics. ol a college
et

CONCLUSION

( ©Although advisors may appreciate the value of foreign language study, it is not always
o commusticate these benefits to anxious students. Unfortanately, an clement of faith is
recquired sinice the full value is generally realized only after the fact. Thercfore, the primary
gl of the academic advisor shoukd be to encourage attitudes and activitics which are the
kevs torsuceess. Stady it say it, write it, and do it — don’t jusl readit. :
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‘Relationships Between Student

Characteristics and Perceived
Outcomes of a University Education

PAUL B. MARION, Associute Vice President for Student Services and Special Progrums,
and

NEAL K. CHEEK, Director of Stident Services, School of Nursing, The University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill ‘

There are a number of possible outcomes of a college education and students differ as to
the extent to which various outcomes are achieved. In his review of the goals of higher educa-
tion since the first days of The Universily of Paris and the Sorbonne, Brown found that
“throughout history, alinost without exception, the expressed or clearly implicit goals of col-
leges and universities have been to have an impact on students in ways more extensive than
passing on facts, specitic skills, or intellectual capacities.* Miller and Prince suggest that “‘an
institution must act ot the knowledge that cach student arrives on campus with many
devclopmental needs which must be met in a variety of ways, both formal and informal, and
that no (wo students have (the same requirements. !

Any consequetice of a student’s enrollment in a given educational institution may be con-
sidered an outcome. Within this broad definition, a number of distinctions among lypes of
outcomes can usefully be made. For example, Astin, Pano, and Creager’ categorize student
oultcomes as follow:

— psychological/cognitive outcomes, such as knowledge, critical thinking ability, basic
skills, special aptitudes, amd academic achievement;

— psychological/atTective outcomes; such as self-concept, values, attitudes, beliefs,
drive tor achicvement, and satisfaction with college;

— behavioral/cognilive outcomies, such as"career develapment, level of educational at-
tainment, and vocational achievements; and’

'S, Prince, TK. Milier, & R.I. Winston, Student develuy { tarsk i y gluckelines, Athens, GA: Student

Deveopnent Assoviates, (1974), . 4.
R.D. Brown. Student cvelopenent in tormorrows higher echuation. Washington: Anerkan Cotlege Personned

Association. (1972), P, 28.
' AW, Adin, R.L Parws, & LA, Creages, National ponns for entering colicge freshnien full 1966, Washington;
American Counct on Education, (1967). ’
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