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April 1 9 5  

Relationships Between Student 
Characteristics and Perceived 
Outcomes of a University Education 

I l lere are a number o f  p w i b l e  outcomes o f  a cokge education and students differ as [o 
l l ic extall to which various cwkurncs arc acliievd. 111 his review o r  IIIC gorilsof higher cduca- 
1io11 since rhe firs1 days oP'The Univmi ly  o f  Paris a ~ i d  the Sorbon~w. Drown foulid lhar 
"tl~rouglwut Ilislory, alelog willlout exception. the cxpred  or clcirty i ~ l i p t i i l  gods oI'cuI- 
kgci and univcrsi~ia have been l o  havean impact on  studenls in  ways rnore exlensivc ~ h a n  
passing on facts, spcxllic skiUs. or LlcUectual capacities." Miller arid Princc suggesl that ''an 
i~el i lul fot l  ~nw a d  ort thc knowledge [ha[ each student arrives oli campus with many 
devclopmen~al needs which must be M i n  a variety o f  ways. boll1 formal a i d  uifonnal, and 
lhar no two students Iuw lhc samc requirements."' 

Any coitsequencv of a sludenl'senrdlnient in a given educational insti~ulion may be cmn- 
sidered an outcome. Withi11 this broad definition. a number o r  distinclions among l y p s  of 
outcxmcs can i~scrully be ma&. For example. Astin. Pano. and CreagerJ categorize s[uden[ 
oulcomes as fdbw:  

- psychologic-ivcvgnitive outcomes, such as knowledge, critical rhi~ikirig ability. basic 
skilts, special i~ptitucks. a i d  a c h n i c  actiievmrnt; 

- pfyehdogid/aC1'~~'1ive outcorim. such as df-cx~ncep~. values. arliluda. bcliel's, 
drive Ibr ac+icvntiml, arid s n t i s r x t i ~  with college: 

- b&;niwaVmg~iilivc ou~cu~ i~cs ,  st~cli its career rtcvclopn~ctit. kwl or crluicaliol~;d at- 
tainnlent. and vclr;ltionat achievements; and 

' 1.S. I'rirnr. T.K. M i ,  L R.11 \\'Lr\ltrn. 9urhfl ih&,ptwnfrrl &P& nwnlrwl. ~cwLCm, Alhalr. GA: 9 k u l n l l  
D r d q n t u n  Aw&la, (lY74). p. 4. 
W.1). Un~wn. Sllukn/ i k u 4 y n 1 ~ ~ v  i i  hnmnn~wj h w k  nluufnm. Wdiu~@wr: AII- (i&~ I'crwnd 
Aw~iy im.  (Im. 1'. 28. 

' A.W. A~uI. kJ. Pana. & J A. cICa&U. Nufrund lMnr& Jk m f q  r- J ~ N U W  /m 56d*ul@?n: 
Ameriran C w i l  m ~:&YUUI. (ISSl). 
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