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inlhKncodrhelrspotlsesof (hca~group.Thesedudtntsrtnbo~forpmgramslhat 
rcsult in P high probability of employmart upon graduation, job d t y ,  f@ d t y  
and a high potential salary. 

H d y ,  it llas bcen found that the studcnb' a~sessmu~ts of thct own apabilitks, cud Lhc 
amfiwlena they have in their abilities to gwxxal in Lhe anpbymcnt world, often direct lhdf 
curicular prcfaams. Resub of thc study iodicatc lhat the good/cx- students in 
a&& are aware of their tmdemk ability and ore genaally not worriad obarl w h e w  
or not they will survive the ag imehg  t .  - they know hey will. Having d d e M x  in 
their own &lic abiJitks. Ihy can &ad their sttenlion lo o l h ~  featJ of the prof&. 
It wax also indicated that this group of students has Lhe realiPlic belief W an inquisitive 

-e is required for succesi in argineaing. The stud- in the average goup. howcva, r '  havingnstrongmotiy8timtos~ccecd bUrmaslimpportant qua5lyih.l 
guarantees success, itnd it appears that they have kept alive in the e-g program 
bacause of that song motivation. 

Hopefully, b y  continuing to analyzt student attituda and aspitations as Ihy relate to 
academic pafonnance, it will be possibk to identify charactaislia chat may pndid succes 
in an engineering program. I1 is important for university officiak lo look a1 lhese attitudes 
ad aspirations in orda to have a better undastanding of student motivations and needs as 
well as their likes and dislikes for nasom of attrition and refention. 

Promoting Advising and Course 
Articulation Between a University and 
Community Colleges 

JERRY FORD, Dean, Smith Cdkge of Geneml Shuib, Houston Bupfist Uniwnity 

For several years, including the 1985-86 academic year, the Dean of the Smith CoUege of 
General Studies a1 Houston Baptist Univasity (HBU) has dcvdoped course correlation or 
articulation fables between HBU and twelve area community colleges. The objectives of 
these annuaily updated articulation tables include the following: 

To enhance the transferability of basic required courses from conununity cotleges to 
HBU's Gencral Studies Cotfcge. 

To educate HBU f d l y  on appropriate courses m p l d e d  at community coUcges 
that may substitute for HBU general studies required courses. 

To ids t  currently enrolled HBU students who plan to auoU in courses at one of the 
twelve cornmunit y otfega. t 

To inform appropriate commturity college pasonnd of spccifi, general studies 
requirernenls for various HBU bachdor's degrees. 

To build rapport between HBU and the community colleges' counseling/advising 
enters. 

To bettcc serve community college studen& ptaMing to attend HBU after they 
complete general requiremen& at the respective community colleges. 

To help HBU become an uppcr-hel university in local area recruiting of comn~unity 
college studenls. 

To foster acadernic advising at H W  and community cdtcges. 

Each of thc twelve community colleges for which conelation lables haw been developed 
resides within a 75mik radlus of HBU campus. 

Procedures for devdoping correlation fables have km routine, yet tedious. The fust step 
was to obtain the latest catalogues of each college. When the cataIogues were r d v c d ,  the 
Smith CoUcge Dean p r d e d  to evaluate the courses in each calafogue in tcrms of each 
cowse's applifaLion to HBU general studies requirements. Evaluation involved examining 
each c o w  throughout each catalogue to detumine each course's applicability. 
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To f d ~ e  dualion of e d  aiursc from e;sch ~0- &F mtalog~e, I 06iectiw/aur, development of the aurehrion tabks, ww to inform the appropriate 
personnel at the community c o b  of specific, general studii requirements for various 
bachelor's degrees offered at HBU. The College Dean thereforearranged appointments with 
the person in chaw of counseling savica at each community college, requesting that 
""Selon fom fhat pslrticular campus participate in the meeting. 

alphabetical list by cuursc rubric of all HBU Smifh College general studies rcquircments was 
compktai and placed in a Z-inch-wide cdumn on the kft-hand side of a 16by-31 %-inch 
work chart. Thc fvst courses listed in fhc HBU Smith Colkgc column on the chart were thc 
two "Basic ScLna" courss. BASC 1414 and BASC 1424. Axhanak Listingof ailcourses 
alpttabaically by rubric was utilized. (See Tabk 1 for ddails.1 
nK next step invdved typiq the C I  product to b e d u p W  for dtulbution purposes. 

Since uppef-kvcl credit is aot awarded for work transfared from community dkges, the 
words "AU~ourses Lowa-Levd~editOnty"werttrpodincachdwnnundafhtnames 
of each adkge. (For spa5fx ddds, see Table I.) 

A hcc-item set of instructions for using thc Course Correlation Tabics was developed, 
in addition, an Inuoductory page uplained the purpcncs of HBU's Smith C ~ k g e  of ' ,;nerd Stuctics and "Tnmrfer Credit Policies." To a& students, PIOyKctivc sludents, 

wid advisors. a summary chm of the "Houston Baptist University Smilh College of G c n d  
Stlrdies AcadaniE Requirements" wasadded as the fural page of the correlation tabks guide. 
(A copy of this summary chart a p v  in Tabk 11.) 

A simple frol~t cover completed the eight-page document, and thc legal-sized pages were 
reducal to 8 %-by - 1 1 inches and 500 copies printed. 

An approprhe question lo ask now was "Were the original objec(ives met by thcse 
tables?" All answers b d  on user rapoms and &and faculty acceplana were positive. 

7be fvsl objecliw, transferring basic required c o w  from the communiry college to 
tiHU's General Studii College, was eask since reference iablrr had ncva existad before. 

7he mend objective - educating the HBU f d t y  regarding appropriate aru~ses 
completed at  community d - c s  which may subscitutc for HBU general studia required 
courses - was a m p l t h e d  by distribuling copies of the raew correlalion tables to thc 
faculty in a faculty meeting. Genaal instructions about using the tables were g h  to the 
faculty. Pnd a qualion and answer peMd followed, This nok from a faculty member 
typiftes responses: "Thank you for thc recent 'tables for lransfer credit.' I [  will be very 

I 'pful in advising. These 'extras' arc apprecialed." Another benefit of he tables is the 
\ -ding of cunsidaabk Lime for the Smith w e  h. 

Ona faculty had received and used these corrdation tables, Ob&fiw I& - assisting 
currently enrolled HBU sludaus planning to m U  in courses a1 Lhe twelve community 
~nUegcs - was well on its way to fn~ilion. If faculty had he information included in the 
mrrclation tabla, then ad* needingsubstitute course i n f o r m b  enjoyed easy access to 
this nlatcrial simply by speaking with Lhcir faculty advisor. C o w  of Ulac atticulation labks 
w a c  nlarlc availabte br cachcollcge offiu* for stdents who received an explanation of *ern. 

111 addition, a slatcmcnl concerning "prior approvat" Tor taking courses at ocher 
itwitutions and having those COU~S~S lransfa to HBU was included in the HBU Bulletin of 
I /t / it~urion- The catalogue statcmnt ofkn triggered qugtions in HBU  off^ about 
mfcrr ing courses from area community degcs;  thc Dean or h e  Scactary of Smith 
College shared a copy of the corrdation labks with any student askin8 such questions. Since 
the A d ~ ~ r i U i w  Orha and the Records O f f a  answered numerous "prior apprwd" 
questions, copies of the correlation tables also were distributed to those two offices. 

Malen'als dishbutat at Lhcse d n g s  included the following: 

Newlydevelopad corrdatiw tables, 
HBU BuUelrir o/ I ~ o r m ~ ~ l o n ,  

t 

Smith W&ge CWae &ur&t&nr. and 
T k w  Book" recnrilmenl pubWins .  

'Ihe Dean's presenlation included a review of the academie requircmenls for all HBU 
bachelor wtxs and dimmian of substiiuk coucses for UHsX requirements. Qualions 
concerning different aspects of the requirements and correlation tables were answered as 
they arose. E.xplanitt'ins were also given concaning the relationship between the correlaiion 
tabks and the Snlilh College Course aeJcrptiom bookkt and the "View Book." The HBU 
BuUelin o/Irl/OrrnPti' was discussed briefly with special comments about the dons of the 
calalogue concerning financial aid, admissions procedures. and advanced standing a c d i ~ .  
T i e  was allowed for follow-up quatiom and answers. The sessions with h e  munselors at 
each s d d  lasted approximalely forty-fivi minutes. 

Objecfiivr Jk, rappon-building with the the community cdlcges. had begun with h e  
arranging of appoinlments at each institution. An additional telephone call reaffmcd the 
appointment time and date, thus eliminatin~ "surprise" visits, forgotten appointments, and 
embarrassment to those involved. A caring. conarned attitude on the part of the H BU Dc;m 
was vital. EslabWrg consuuctive working relationships with the community colleges wa 
important ad lhe community college pasomel responded in like manner. 

The exchange of busings cards during the meclings proved helpful. The idea that you 
have a friend, a contact person, and someone you can telephone on the wivenit y crunpus ~f 
you or one of your students nads assistance was an important rapport-building 
acwmplidunenl. As a result, the Dean of Smith College ai HBU has received numerous 
phone calls ad letters with questions concerning various aspects of college life a1 HBU from 
community coUcge counseling enter pe r so~e l  and students. 

77tcsihh objecfiw for developing the conefation tables was to serve better the conmunily 
college students planning to attend HBU after completing community coll~ge general 
requirements. The correlation tabks allow counsdors to assist nlore complelely and 
accurately Lhose students who hen can schedule more readiiy courses llial fulfill 
requirements and meet degree obligations. Un~leccssary or unrelaled courses can be 
minimized, time can be saved, and educational expense can k reducut . 
7he wenth objective for developing the condation tabks was to make HBU an 

alternative upper-level university in Houston area recruitment of corninunity collegc 
students. Knowledge about the institution and its requirements wcrr vilal if prospedve 
conununity college students were to regard HBU as the logical place to complde thcir 
degrees. The level of competition for college students in h e  state is high. including within the 
city's Limits a comprehensive slate university, a amprehensiw private university, four 
universities, h e e  Bibk colleges, and numerous universities and colleges composing the 
Texas Medical Center, numerous business mUeges, institutes, and several other 
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HOUSTON BAPTIST UNIVERSllY 
COLLEGE OF GENERAL STUDIES ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS 

X X X X X X  
x x x x x x  
X X X X X X  

cbmpuler Sclem* 
ClsM bltt0. lo W u l M  Sy*lm8 X X X X  

Engl l l  
E NOL (513 Compodlbn & OL X X X X  
ENGL IS23 Comrmlllon 6 UI. X X X X  
ENGL 2313 INwW Ulurtun X X X X  
ENGL 2323 World Ulerdura X X X X  

Foretgn b n g w e  
FREN. GERM. OREK. SPAN Forrtgn Lng. X  NA NA X  
FREN. GERM. am& SPAN F ~ r l b f ~  ~mg. x NA NA x 

IniadlsclpL)nuy Courm (Slk reme*t.r bum) 
INDC 330t jm (cullurn m d  Hum- X X X X  

Jm. 3304 ExperiarCe andor X X X X  
33t 1. UH Graal I~aues of Ih. X X X X  
5313,3314 Twsnllelh Csnlrrry) X X X X  

Malhmallc* 
MATH 1313 College Algebra X  NA MA MA 

Phy$zal Erhzallon 
PtiED 21 11 Acllrily Cow= X X X X  
WED 21 11 Acl~vllv Courrr X X X X  

Academic Advising: 
And Different Expectations 

cited the poor quality of academic advising as a major problem."' Bosfaph and Moore 
examined thradistinctivcly different advising syslm and found h l  a majority of students 
pcraviad their overall advising experiences ncgativdy, regardless of the advisiing method.' 

Academic advisors wonder what thy rue doing wrong, Qr what their coUcaguer are doing 
wrong. Each thinks surely his or h a  own studq~ls r e a h  what f i e  advising they receive and 
those neptive peraptions about the quatity of advising must be based on the performam 
of o b  advisors. Yet, such widespread COWIWS on the general state of academic advising 
c a w  many to conclude ihat advisors in gemd are performing poor@. Peopk say that they 
are. Satisfaction with advising is collsistdy low. How can so many diffaenl people on so 
many different campuses be doing such a bad job7 

The administrator responsibk for academic advising rccognizts the problem and wonders 
what lo try next. Faculty say that full-Limc non-teaching advisors do not understand the 
students' atadanic needs, and the career implications of' the curricula. Students complain to 
the administrator that tbe faculty advisor L never in the oflia, and when in the o f f i ,  is too 
busy with rc~eacrh and grading papers to help with advising. 
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